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Presenter
Presentation Notes
INTRO
Good Morning Everyone. Thank you for joining today’s ETAT webinar presentation. Before we begin we would like to introduce those from our ETDM team who will be presenting on today’s webinar:
Frank Kalpakis and Amanda Chornoby from Renaissance Planning;
Lauren Brooks and Tobi Richey from AECOM, and 
Brook Wolfe from Stantec
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• Send questions to presenters through the Chat Box
• Someone will be monitoring the questions and if appropriate, we’ll 

attempt to answer it at the time asked. Depending on the question, 
we may hold it and address it towards the end of the presentation. 

Questions
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Before we get started, I want to review a few housekeeping items and let you know how you can participate in today’s webinar event. 

QUESTIONS
Throughout the presentation you will have the ability to send questions to our presenters through the Chat Box pane. Simply type in your questions and click send. We will have someone monitoring the questions and if appropriate, we’ll attempt to answer it at the time asked. Depending on the question, we may hold it and address it towards the end of the presentation. 
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• Welcome/Introductions
• Sign-in: type name(s) in comment box
• Type questions in box

• Upcoming ETDM Projects
• River Road from US 41 to I-75 [Sarasota]
• US 41 at CR 865 (Bonita Beach Road) [Lee]
• SR 78 from I-75 to SR 31 [Lee]
• SR 789 (Little Ringling) from Bird Key Drive to Sarasota 

Harbor West [Sarasota]

Agenda
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you haven’t done so already, please take a moment to sign your name in the comment box. Additionally, if there are other people sitting in on the webinar with you please type their names as well. 
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Florida’s ETDM Process 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Planning Screen
-Identify fatal flaws
-Assess potential preliminary direct & indirect effects
-Assign initial Degree of Effect
-Provide avoidance/minimization/mitigation measures

Programming Screen
-Update direct & indirect effects evaluation
-Document Degree of Effect
-Refine avoidance/minimization/mitigation measures
-Identify technical studies & permits for project scope/Class of Action
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ETDM #14386 / FM #442767-1  – River Road [Sarasota]
Project Limits: US 41 to I-75
Description: Widen 2 to 4 Lanes
Programming Screen: July 2019

River Road
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River Road facing south near Jelks Preserve River Road facing north near US 41 
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Project Location

River Road
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Southern portion of Sarasota County – traverses the western portion of the City of North Port and unincorporated Sarasota County
Not only does it connect US 41 to I-75, but this road connects to a segment of I-75 that is being evaluated for improvements (managed lanes; additional general use lanes, collector-distributor roadways, and auxiliary lanes; as well as interchange operational improvements).
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Purpose of the Project
• Address deficient roadway capacity to relieve existing & future congestion

• Correct roadway design deficiencies

• Enhance safety conditions

• Enhance transportation network connectivity

River Road

7

Traffic stopped on southbound River Road at US 41Traffic entering River Road from Stoneybrook at Venice

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Address the deficient capacity of the roadway to relieve current congestion & to accommodate future travel demand as a result of projected population and employment growth in the area
Enhance function of regional system - Improve an anticipated traffic bottleneck – regional interstate connector – connects SR 776 in Charlotte County to I-75 in Sarasota County - Providing a viable connection between the areas of south Sarasota County including the Englewood area and I-75 in the north
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Need for the Project
• Capacity/Transportation Demand: Improve Operational Conditions

• Roadway Deficiencies: Address Substandard Roadway Design Elements

• Safety: Enhance Emergency Evacuation and Response Times/Incident Management

• Area Wide Network/System Linkage: Enhance Network Functionality and Connectivity

River Road
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Houses under construction and for sale at The Sanctuary at Stoneybrook No shoulders or sidewalks present along River Road

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Roadway currently operates at LOS E
Support planned residential, commercial and entertainment growth in the North Port/Sarasota County Area
River Road is an evacuation route and is flood prone due to its location next to Myakka River
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Community/Cultural Considerations
• Land Uses:

o Recreation/Conservation (west)
o Agricultural/Rural
o Residential (east)

• Community Features:
o 2 Planned Unit Developments
o Subdivisions/2 Mobile Home Parks
o 1 Neighborhood Park & Public Lands
o Trails
o Tamiami Trail Scenic Highway

• Cultural Features:
o 3 Previously Recorded Resources
o 5 Potential Unrecorded Resources
o No Systematic Survey

• Potential Section 4(f) Involvement

River Road
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Blue Herron Park Grand Palm Subdivision

Jelks Preserve TrailheadRamblers Rest RV Resort

The Sanctuary at Stoneybrook Housing Construction

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1 previously recorded historic structure within 500 feet
2 previously recorded resource groups within 100 feet
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o Noise and Vibrations
 Residential structures setback or 

behind earthen berms
o Right-of-Way anticipated
o Potential access restrictions to 

recreational features
o Drainage to be addressed
o Connections to proposed I-75 managed 

lanes to be addressed

River Road
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Intersection of River Road and US 41

Environmental Considerations
• Physical Issues:

o 1 Solid Waste Facility
o 2 Closed Fuel Stations
o Utilities

 Power lines on east side
 Cable markers on west side
 Utility cabinet boxes, traffic lights,   

street lights, pedestrian signals 
concentrated at intersections
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Environmental Considerations
• Natural Issues:

o Wildlife and Habitat
Federally Listed Species
 Crested caracara
 Piping Plover
 Red knot
 Wood stork
 Florida scrub jay
 Everglade snail kite
 Eastern indigo snake
 Florida panther
 Loggerhead sea turtle
 West Indian manatee
 Gulf sturgeon
 American crocodile
 American Alligator

State Listed Species
 Gopher tortoise
 Wading birds

River Road
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Myakka River = critical manatee habitat

Other Species
 Florida black bear
 Bald eagle
 Osprey

Conservation Lands
 Jelks Preserve
 Sleeping Turtles Preserve South

Sleeping Turtles Preserve South    
within 100 feet of project

Eastern indigo snake

Florida scrub jay
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Environmental Considerations
• Natural Issues:

o Wetlands and Surface Waters
Myakka River
 Outstanding Florida Water designation within 200 feet
 Wild and Scenic River designation within half-mile

Forested and Herbaceous Wetlands
 Adjacent to existing roadway
 Myakka Mitigation Bank

o Majority of project within 100-Year Floodplain

River Road
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Myakka River

River Road

Wetlands along River Road



ETDM #6291 / FM #444321-1  – US 41 at CR 865 (Bonita Beach Road) [Lee]
Description: Intersection Improvement
Programming Screen: July 2019

US 41 at CR 865 (Bonita Beach Road)
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US 41 at CR 865 (Bonita Beach Road) facing south



Project Location
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US 41 at CR 865 (Bonita Beach Road)
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US 41 at CR 865 (Bonita Beach Road)

Evacuation route sign on US 41Traffic on CR 865 (Bonita Beach Road) approaching US 41
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Purpose of the Project
• Address deficient operational capacity to relieve existing & future congestion

• Enhance regional and local mobility

• Enhance safety conditions

• Improve multi-modal access
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US 41 at CR 865 (Bonita Beach Road)
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Bicyclists on US 41

Need for the Project
• Capacity/Transportation Demand: Improve Operational Conditions

• Area Wide Network/System Linkage: Improve Traffic Mobility and Transportation Network 
Access

• Safety: Enhance Emergency Evacuation and Response Times & Reduce Mode Conflicts

• Modal Interrelationships: Enhance Mobility Options and Multi-Modal Access

Traffic on US 41 at CR 865 (Bonita Beach Road)
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US 41 at CR 865 (Bonita Beach Road)

Community/Cultural Considerations
• Land Uses:

o Commercial/Retail/Office
o Vacant Non-Residential
o Public/Semi-Public, Residential, Industrial, Institutional 

(smaller amounts)

• Community Features:
o 2 Developments of Regional Impact
o 9 Planned Unit Developments
o Government facilities (city hall, post office, fire station, etc.)
o 1 Community Center
o 1 Religious Center
o Recreational Features (country clubs, trails, boat ramps, etc.)
o Heavy Pedestrian/Bicycle Traffic 

• Cultural Features:
o Limited Proximate Cultural Resources

ETAT Webinar 
June 21, 2019

Spanish Wells Country Club 

St. Leo The Great 
Catholic Church

Shopping plaza on CR 865 (Bonita Beach Road)
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US 41 at CR 865 (Bonita Beach Road)

Drainage ditch along east side of US 41

Utilities present at intersection of US 41 and CR 865 (Bonita Beach Road)
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Environmental Considerations
• Physical Issues:

o Extensive Utilities                         
(power lines, cable markers, utility 
cabinet boxes, traffic lights, street 
lights, pedestrian signals, etc.)

o Contamination
 Gas stations
 Dry cleaners

o Noise & Vibrations
 Health care facilities
 Eye care facilities

o Right-of-Way anticipated
o Potential access restrictions to 

businesses
o Drainage & signalization to be 

addressed
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US 41 at CR 865 (Bonita Beach Road)
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Environmental Considerations
• Natural Issues:

o Wildlife and Habitat
Federally Listed Species (IPaC)
 American crocodile
 Wood stork (within Core Foraging Area)
 Florida bonneted bat
 Florida panther
 Florida scrub jay
 Everglade snail kite
 Eastern indigo snake
 Red knot
 Red cockaded woodpecker
 Piping plover
 Kemp’s ridley/Loggerhead (no habitat) 

State Listed Species
 Wading birds

o Wetlands and Surface Waters
 No wetlands within or adjacent to project

Wood stork habitat

Wood stork



ETAT Webinar 
June 21, 2019

ETDM #9811 / FM #444937-1  – SR 78 [Lee]
Project Limits: I-75 to SR 31
Description: Widen 2 to 4 lanes
Programming Screen: August 2019

SR 78
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Traffic from SR 31 traveling west on SR 78
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Project Location

SR 78
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SR 78
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Purpose of the Project
• Address deficient roadway capacity to accommodate future travel demand

• Correct roadway design deficiencies

• Enhance safety conditions

• Enhance transportation network connectivity

Typical section of SR 78 facing east
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SR 78
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CAPTION

Need for the Project
• Capacity/Transportation Demand: Improve Operational Conditions

• Roadway Deficiencies: Address Substandard Roadway Design Elements

• Safety: Enhance Emergency Evacuation and Response Times/Incident Management

• Area Wide Network/System Linkage: Enhance Network Functionality and Connectivity

Trucks from I-75 traveling east on SR 78
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Community/Cultural Considerations
• Community Features:

o 1 Census Designated Place
 Fort Myers

o 1 cultural center
 ECHO Library

o 1 civic center
 Lee County Civic Center

o 1 fire station
 Station 131

o 2 mobile home and RV parks
 Lee Civic Center Campground
 Upriver Campground Resort

o 1 Public Land
 Caloosahatchee Creeks Preserve

o 1 school
 ECHO Inc.

o 1 social service facility
 Lee County Sheriff’s Posse Inc. 

o 2 religious centers
 All Saints Byzantine Catholic Church 
 New Hope Christian Church  

o 1 Office of Greenways and Trails (OGT) Hiking Trails
Priority

o 2 OGT Multi-Use Trails Opportunities 
 Caloosahatchee Trail
 SR 31 Multiuse Trail Corridor

o 1 OGT Paddling Trail Opportunity
 Okeechobee Waterway Trail

SR 78
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Bayshore Fire Department, Station 131

Google, Inc. 2016

Lee County Civic Center

Lee County Posse Arena

Caloosahatchee Creeks Preserve – East 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Community Facilities within quarter-mile (1,320-foot) project buffer;
Compared to the demographic characteristics for Lee County, the 500-foot project buffer contains a lower percentage of minorities, a lower percentage of individuals age 65 and older, a lower percentage of individuals under age 18, a lower percentage of households without a car, and a higher median family income [$14,064 higher]. 
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Community Considerations (continued)
• Land Uses

o Residential
 9 PUDs
 Rural and Sub-Outlying 

Suburban
 Babcock Development
 Bay Point Yacht Club

o Vacant Residential
o Public / Semi-public

 Caloosahatchee Creeks 
Preserve

o Agricultural
 Small horse farms
 Plant nurseries
 Cattle grazing
 Citrus groves

SR 78
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Caloosahatchee River 

Google, Inc., 2016

Bay Pointe Yacht and Racquet Club Condos

Targetroofers.com, 2017

Global Farm & Nursery
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SR 78
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Environmental Considerations
• Physical Issues:

o Utilities
 Power lines on south side & both sides
 Cable markers present
 Gas pipeline present at SR 78 and              

SR 31 intersection
 Utility cabinet boxes, traffic lights,     

street lights, pedestrian signals 
concentrated at intersections

o Noise & Vibrations
 Residential structures abut the roadway

o Right-of-Way anticipated
o Potential access restrictions to residences, 

businesses & recreational features
o Drainage to be addressed
o Connections to proposed I-75 managed lanes 

& SR 31 (Wilson Pigott Bridge) replacement to 
be addressed

Houses and utilities abutting SR 78

Wilson Pigott Bridge
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SR 78
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Environmental Considerations
• Natural Issues:

o Wildlife and Habitat
Federally Listed Species (IPaC)
 American crocodile
 Smalltooth sawfish                         

(critical habitat within 100’)
 Florida bonneted bat
 Florida grasshopper sparrow
 West Indian manatee
 Red cockaded woodpecker
 Florida scrub jay
 Wood stork                                        

(within Core Foraging Area)
 Eastern indigo snake
 Crested caracara 

State Listed Species
 Wading birds
 Gopher tortoise
 Sherman’s fox squirrel

Other Species
 Florida black bear
 Bald eagle
 Osprey

Conservation Lands
 Caloosahatchee Creeks Preserve 

[National Park Project -
Section 4(f) & Section 6(f) apply]

Caloosahatchee Creeks Preserve

Gopher tortoise

Florida black bear
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SR 78
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Wetlands within Caloosahatchee River floodplain

Environmental Considerations
• Natural Issues:

o Wetlands and Surface Waters     
 Caloosahatchee River in close proximity
 Wetlands are primarily within river floodplain
 Little Pine Island Mitigation Bank services the project area

Caloosahatchee River

SR 78

Proximity of Caloosahatchee River to SR 78 project
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ETDM #14384 / FM #436680-1  – SR 789 (Little Ringling) [Sarasota]
Project Limits: Bird Key Drive to Sarasota Harbor  West
Description: Bridge reconstruction/rehabilitation to accommodate 
multi-modal improvements (no capacity)
Programming Screen: August 2019

SR 789 (Little Ringling)
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SR 789 (Little Ringling) northbound SR 789 Little Ringling view south of bridge
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Project Location

SR 789 (Little Ringling)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The current prestressed stringer/multi-beam or girder bridge is the third bridge that has existed at its location. The existing, 60-foot tall bridge opened in 2003 after the previous bridge was unable to handle increasing amounts of traffic. The bridge span length is just over 47 feet while the total length of the bridge is just over 1,000 feet long. The existing bridge has four twelve-foot travel lanes and a five-foot wide sidewalk on both sides. There are currently no designated bicycle lanes across the bridge. 
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Purpose of the Project
• Identify the optimal solution for a structure in need of repairs 

due to aging infrastructure and a need for greater 
multimodal transportation access to connect nearby 
neighborhoods and recreational facilities (Ringling Bridge 
Causeway Park and Bird Key Yacht Club)

SR 789 (Little Ringling)
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SR 789 (Little Ringling) northbound – view 
of existing sidewalk infrastructure on bridge

SR 789 (Little Ringling) southbound

Presenter
Presentation Notes
-Reconstruction on approximately 0.7 miles of roadway between Bird Key Drive and Sarasota Harbor West in Sarasota County to accommodate multi-modal facilities
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Need for the Project
• System Linkage: Address Operational 

Deficiencies –
• Bridge has been deemed 

operationally deficient, particularly 
for transit - Constrained Roadway 
(No widening desired)

• Bridge Sufficiency Rating:
 NB 78.1 / SB 77.9

• Inspection reports deem bridge 
Functionally Obsolete (FO)

• Safety: Improve Emergency 
Evacuation and Response Times – SR 
789 plays a critical roles in facilitating 
evacuation between downtown Sarasota 
and St. Armand’s Key and Lido Key

SR 789 (Little Ringling)
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Side view of SR 789 (Little Ringling bridge

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SYSTEM LINKAGE: Address Operational Deficiencies
The current SR 789 (Little Ringling) bridge [Structure No. 170022 / 170951] was constructed in 2003; however, the original structure was built in 1958. Despite being less than fifty-years old, the typical expected design life for infrastructure, the SR 789 bridge between downtown Sarasota and St. Armand’s Key and Lido Key is operationally deficient, particularly for transit. The SR 789 bridge is identified as a constrained roadway by the Sarasota / Manatee MPO, meaning it does not preclude any type of improvement in the future, it just identifies that the corridor has physical or policy challenges associated with a widening / capacity project. Additionally, the Sarasota County Comprehensive Plan – Mobility Element [Chapter 10 – Transportation Data and Analysis] identified the project segment as a deficient roadway with an adopted Level of Service (LOS) of “D” and a 2014 operating LOS of “F.”
 
Based on a January 2017 FDOT bridge inspection report, the SR 789 (Little Ringling) bridge received a sufficiency rating of 78.1 (NB) and 77.9 (SB) (on a scale of 0-100). Sufficiency rating is essentially an overall rating of a bridge’s fitness to remain in service. The bridge conditions are as follows:
Northbound
Overall Condition: Fair
Deck: Satisfactory
Superstructure: Satisfactory
Substructure: Satisfactory
Deck Geometry Appraisal: Basically intolerable requiring a high priority of replacement
Countermeasures have been installed to mitigate an existing problem with scour.
 
Southbound
Overall Condition: Fair
Deck: Satisfactory
Superstructure: Good
Substructure: Satisfactory
Deck Geometry Appraisal: Basically intolerable requiring a high priority of replacement
Countermeasures have been installed to mitigate an existing problem with scour.
 
The current bridge inspection reports for both northbound and southbound have deemed the bridge Functionally Obsolete (FO). 

SAFETY: Improve Emergency Evaluation and Response Times
The City of Sarasota Climate Adaptation Plan (December 4, 2017) studied and evaluated climate threats to public infrastructure to understand how sea level rise, storm surge, extreme precipitation, and extreme heat might impact the City of Sarasota’s transportation networks, stormwater management, water supply, wastewater systems, public lands, and critical buildings. When prioritizing transportation vulnerabilities, the SR 789 bridge received a risk score of 64.4 (on a scale of 0-100) [pg. 31]
 
Improving the operational capacity of the SR 789 (Little Ringling) bridge will further enhance emergency evacuation efficiency leading to improved evacuation and responses times.

Other field review notes: -Not a bike/ped crash hot spot, but there is a perception of danger for bicyclists and pedestrians
-There is a potential for a slow traffic lane (i.e. bus lane) requested by the City of Sarasota. 
-There is currently a critical missing link between St. Armands and downtown
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Community/Cultural Considerations
• Community Features:

o 1 Census Designated Place - Sarasota
o 2 Office of Greenways and Trails (OGT) Hiking Trail 

Opportunities
 John Ringling Trail, Long Boat Key Trail

o 2 OGT Multi-Use Trail Opportunities
 John Ringling Trail, Sarasota Bay Corridor

o 1 OGT paddling trail opportunity
 Paddle Sarasota Blueway

o 2 bus transit routes 
 Routes 4 and 18

o 2 Local FL Parks and Recreational Facility Boundaries
 Bird Key Park South / Bird Key Park

o 1 National Park Project
 West Murt Bird Key / Coon Key Phase I

o 1 group health care facility [nursing home]
o 2 homeowner and condominium associations
o 1 marina

 Sarasota Yacht Club
• Cultural Features:

o One Florida Site File Archaeological or Historic Site was 
determined NRHP-ineligible [Cedar Point Midden]

o Two SR 789 (Little Ringling) over Sarasota Bay Bridges 
(170022 and 170951) were determined NRHP-ineligible 

• Land Uses:
o Primarily residential and recreational
o St. Armands Circle [major retail destination] nearby

SR 789 (Little Ringling)
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Bird Key Park

Little Ringling Multi-use Trail

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Community/Cultural considerations with the 500-foot buffer

Cultural
Property appraiser data suggests the potential for several unrecorded historic resources to be within the viewshed of any potential new alignments. 

Compared to the demographic characteristics for Sarasota County, the 500-foot project buffer contains a notably higher percentages of individuals age 65 and over, a significantly higher median family income [$82,505], and a lower percentage of housing units with no vehicle available. Limited English Proficiency (LEP) accommodations will not be required during public involvement efforts of the Project Development phase as less than one percent or 11 persons within the census block groups containing the project corridor "speak English less than very well”. 

I will now hand it over to Brook to discuss the environmental considerations.
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Environmental Considerations
• Natural Issues:

o Sarasota Bay Estuarine System, an Outstanding Florida 
Water

o Estuarine (11.97 ac) and Palustrine (0.19 ac) Wetlands
o Continuous and Discontinuous Seagrass beds 
o Mangroves at Bridge’s North/East Abutment
o No Designated Critical Habitat
o Consultation Area for West Indian manatee, Florida scrub 

jay, piping plover, and within CFA for Wood Stork
o Manatee Protection Zones
o Sarasota Bay is Verified Impaired for Bacteria in Shellfish
o Entirely within 100-yr or 500-yr Floodplains – Zones AE & 

VE
o Coastal Zone Consistency Review is Required

• Physical Issues: 
o Noise Sensitive Land Uses include Residential and 

Recreational 
o Contamination
o Navigation

SR 789 (Little Ringling)
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Southwestern Median Looking Northeast

Bayfront Park Shoreline

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The SR 789 Little Ringling corridor contains multiple natural and physical resources that should be considered as this project moves forward.
The project is surrounded by and crosses over the Sarasota Bay Estuarine System, which is designated as an Outstanding Florida Water. The bay supports seagrasses, mangroves, and provides essential fish habitat. According to the National Wetlands Inventory, there are 11.97 acres of estuarine wetlands and 0.19 acres of palustrine wetlands within a 200-foot buffer of the corridor. During the field visit, mangroves were observed at the northeast end of the bridge, between the two structures and along the northern and southern shorelines of the island.

The corridor is within the consultation areas for the West Indian manatee, Florida scrub jay and piping plover and is within wood stork Core Foraging Area. The surrounding waters provide potential habitat for sea turtles and small tooth sawfish and are FWC-designated manatee protections zones, with vessel speeds limited year-round. There is no designated Critical Habitat within the area.

The project is entirely within FEMA’s 100-year or 500-year floodplain - Zones AE and VE.
 
Stormwater runoff from SR 789 is currently collected and treated by linear ditches and swales within the existing right-of-way or sheet flows across the vegetated shoulders before offsite conveyance to Sarasota Bay and the Gulf of Mexico. Sarasota Bay is verified impaired for bacteria in shellfish.  Any stormwater management system for the project will meet the design and performance criteria established in the SWFWMD Environmental Resource Permit Applicant’s Handbook Volumes I and II for the treatment and attenuation of discharges to nearby waterbodies, including impaired waters; the design will make every effort to maximize the treatment of stormwater runoff from the proposed roadway improvements.

The project is located within a coastal county and pursuant to the Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) a coastal zone consistency review is required.
Physical Issues within the project area are limited and include residential and recreational noise sensitive properties along the corridor and one known potential source of contamination, a bio-medical facility. The existing bridges structures have a low elevations preventing navigation through the area; there is no navigable channel beneath the project bridges, although non-motorized recreational craft, such as kayaks, may utilize the area.
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SR 789 (Little Ringling)
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ETDM Wetlands Map

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This slide shows the Wetlands Map from the ETDM Environmental Screening Tool. The green hatching represents the areas classified as estuarine wetlands by the National Wetlands Inventory, while the pink represents seagrass.
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Discussion
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
If anyone has any additional questions or comments on any of the projects presented today, please let us know via the chat box. 

If there are no further questions for today’s presenters, this concludes today’s ETAT webinar. Thank you for joining us and have a great rest of the day!
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