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FDOT uses on qualifying projects prior to the PD&E phase to:

• Identify,

• Evaluate, and

• Eliminate alternative corridors

Alternative Corridor Evaluation 
(ACE) Process



The decisions made in ACE can be used to :
• Refine the purpose and need for a project, 
• Determine the project area, 
• Define general travel modes or corridors,
• Describe general environmental setting for a project, 

 US 98 to SR 79
 Devil’s Swamp 

Mitigation Bank
 RGP/EMA 

Conservation Units

• Identify 
preliminary 
environmental 
impacts and 
environmental 
mitigation, and

• Develop and 
refine a range of 
alternatives to 
be considered in 
detail during the 
PD&E Study. 

Alternative Corridor Evaluation 
(ACE) Process



• The District uses the ACE process for 
EIS, EA, and sometimes SEIR

• Projects that qualify for the ACE 
process include:
• New alignments
• Major realignments
• Major bypasses
• Other alignments based on consultation with OEM

Alternative Corridor Evaluation 
(ACE) Process
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• MPO/TPO LRTPs, Rural County Master 
Plans, and FDOT SIS Plan identify 
corridor improvement needs

• Considering project characteristics and 
potential public controversy, a 
determination is made if corridor 
evaluation would support decisions 
about advancing a project to a CF Plan 
or adopted Priority List

• ACE process or non-ACE process 
Planning Screen reviews

Identify Need to 
Complete ACE



• Reasonable range of alternative corridors
• Can range from: 

• swaths  
• broad corridors 
• narrow alignments

• Consistent naming from ACE to PD&E phase
• Consider any initial corridor alternatives from 

previously completed planning activities
• Can add corridors after consideration of known 

environmental issues, ETAT comments, and ability 
of the corridor to meet purpose and need

• Consideration of alternative transportation modes, 
particularly in urban areas

Define Initial Alternative 
Corridors



Land Suitability Mapping process 
• Can be used to help identify potential locations for preliminary corridors within the 

study area. This process is intended to supplement the ETDM EST GIS analysis.

• By identifying the locations of the most sensitive social, cultural, natural and 
physical environmental resources, corridors were aligned to minimize involvement 
with these resources while meeting the engineering criteria.

Define Initial Corridors
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• Project will be screened through the 
Planning or Programming Screen

• ETAT will review all alternatives and 
provide comment

• Comments that identify issues specific 
to each alternative and identify 
favorable and non-favorable 
alternatives with reasoning is very 
helpful in the ACE process

Standard ETDM 
Screening

“Comparing this alternative to 
the other nine alternatives, this 
alternative would rank 8th in 
the consideration of wetlands 
and surface water resource.”

“All proposed alternatives, 
except Alternative 8, result in 
seagrass impacts and would 
be opposed by NMFS.”



• Methodology Memorandum (MM) is a 
technical document which : 
• Describes the goals of the ACE  
• Identifies alternative corridors
• Details the data and procedure the District 

will use to develop, evaluate, and screen 
alternative corridors

• MM also details the process, including 
public involvement, and criteria that 
form the basis for decision-making

• ETAT reviews, comments, and agrees 
on the MM in the EST

• OEM concurs with the MM after the 
ETDM comment period

Develop Methodology 
Memorandum



• Evaluate corridors using criteria 
established and agreed upon in the MM

Refine Corridors

• Refine corridors to avoid potential 
effects considering the corridor vision, 
purpose and need, and potential 
environmental effects



Refine Corridors



• Alternative Corridor 
Evaluation Report (ACER) 
summarizes the alternative 
corridors analysis and 
documents the alternatives 
that are eliminated or carried 
forward to the PD&E Study

• ETAT reviews ACER in the 
EST to acknowledge 
understanding of the ACER 
and submit comments

• OEM approves ACER after 
the ETDM comment period

Prepare Alternative Corridor 
Evaluation Report
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• Review Planning or Programming Screen and provide 
individualized comments for each alternative (review - 45 days)

• Review MM and provide comment on analysis process and 
criteria for decision-making (review - 30 days)

• Review ACER to acknowledge understanding of the ACER and 
submit comments (review - 30 days)

Summary of ETAT Activities



Questions?


